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naissance and orders were issued that their camp was to be
bombed. Ibn Saud may of course repudiate the aftion of his
followers; that's the beft that can happen, for otherwise
we're practically at war with him. Life in this country is not
lacking in incident....

Thanks to your sending me the cutting from the Times by
air mail, my letter was published in one of the vernacular
papers to-day and was the subjeffc of much rejoicing to-night
at the palace. It has made a good effect and I hope will restore
my credit a little with the extremists who, I hear, regard me as
exceedingly severe. Well, if it's severity to try and Stop them
from pitching headlong into a .gulf of wild nationalist am-
bition, I am.

To H.B.                                                   BAGDAD, March $otb91922.

During the laSt fortnight I have come definitely to the
conclusion that I can't go on leave this summer. Things
are too much in the melting pot... Fm not going to telegraph
to you because it might prevent you from coming out and I
not only want dreadfully to see you but also the little holiday
will be immensely to the good. I shall very likely fly over on
the 29th April, but you are not to mention this to anyone.
Also it's not certain. I may come by motor via Aleppo in
which case I should make to be in Jerusalem a day before you
so as to welcome you. If I fly back I should leave Ramleh
on May zyth so that I should come down to Egypt with you
and see you off. Since I made up my mind I've been feeling
rather homesick but I haven't any doubt I'm doing what I
ought to do. We've put our hand to this plough and at any
rate Sir Percy thinks that I'm some help to him in his difficult
furrow. I'm perfeftly well and I shall go up to Sulaimani for a
month in the middle of the summer. I might possibly come
home for a bit in the autumn so that it would only be six
months difference. I hope you and Mother and Maurice
won't be much disappointed. I do love you so much and I
hate Slaying away so long.

Well now we come to the sordid but serious question of
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